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CONFIDENTIAL OSLO 4359 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, NO, SV, UR 

SUBJECT: SOVIET AIR CRASH ON SVALBARD 

REF: OSLO 4333 

1 . THE CLEAN-UP OF THE SOVIET BADGER AIRCRAFT IS CONTINUING. 

THE SOVIET CRUISER HAS LEFT THE AREA AND AT PRESENT A 
TANKER, THE "KOLA", IS STANDING BY HOPEN ISLAND. TWO 
HELICOPTERS FROM THE SHIP ARE TAKING THE DEBRIS 
ABOARD. THIS PHASE OF THE OPERATION IS EXPECTED TO 

LAST THROUGH SEPTEMBER 9. 

2. MFA POLITICAL AFFAIRS DIRECTOR CHRISTIANSEN IN 
CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF EMPHASIZED THE FACT THAT THE 
MFA DID NOT VIEW THE AIR CRASH IN THE CONTEXT OF THE 
CONTINUING GROUP OF SOVIET/SVALBARD PROBLEMS. THE 
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UNEXPECTED EVENT DID, HE SAID, ENGENDER SOME DIFFICULTIES 
IN WORKING OUT PRACTICAL ARRANGEMENTS WITH THE USSR. 

THESE PROBLEMS WERE, HE SAID, WORKED OUT, NOT ALWAYS 
WITHOUT UNPLEASANTNESS, BUT TO THE EVENTUAL SATISFACTION 
OF BOTH PARTIES. 

3. THE ONLY REMAINING PROBLEM IS THAT OF THE FLIGHT 
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RECORDER (REFTEL). AS OF SEPTEMBER 6, THE GON HAD 

NOT YET DECIDED WHERE TO HAVE THE RECORDER DECIPHERED. 

4. COMMENT: THE FLIGHT RECORDER NOW PRESENT THE GON 
WITH AN UNWELCOME PROBLEM. THE INVESTIGATING 
COMMISSION, ON ITS RETURN FROM HOPEN, MADE A POINT OF 
TELLING THE PRESS THAT THE RECORDER WAS IN OSLO. THE 
GON, GIVEN THE RECENT CONTEXT OF SOVIET SHIP INTRUSIONS, 
FISHERIES PROTECTION ZONE PROBLEMS AND OTHER NORTHERN 
DIFFICULTIES, IS ANXIOUS TO AVOID A CONFRONTATION 
WITH THE USSR ON THIS LESS THAN CRUCIAL MATTER. 

THE READINESS OF THE PRESS, HOWEVER, TO SEIZE ON 
INDICATIONS OF GON OVER-ACCOMMODATION TO THE USSR AND 
THE PENDING RETURN OF PARLIAMENT (ON COTOBER 2), HAS 
LIMITED THEIR GOVERNMENT S ROOM FOR MANEUVER. AT PRESENT 
THE GON CAN CONCEIVE OF NO SOLUTION TO THE "BLACK BOX" 
PROBLEM THAT WILL NOT ENTAIL EITHER CRITICISM BY THE 
PRESS OR ADDITIONAL CONFRONTATION WITH THE USSR. 

LERNER 
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